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the world, hath been observed to reside chiefly among the
middle and lower sorts of people, who are neither tempted
to pride nor luxury by great riches, nor to desperate courses
by extreme poverty: And truly I, upon that account, have
thought it a happiness, that those who are under my im-
mediate care are generally of that condition; but where
party hath once made entrance, with all its consequences
of hatred, envy, partiality, and virulence, religion cannot
long keep its hold in any state or degree of life whatsoever.
For, if the great men of the world have been censured in
all ages for mingling too little religion with their politics,
what a havoc of principles must they needs make in un-
learned and irregular heads; of which indeed the effects
are already too visible and melancholy all over the
kingdom!

Another ill consequence from our want of brotherly love
is, that it increaseth the insolence of the fanatics; and this
partly ariseth from a mistaken meaning of the word modera-
tion ; a word which hath been much abused, and bandied
about for several years past. There are too many people
indifferent enough to all religion; there are many others,
who dislike the clergy, and would have them live hi poverty
and dependence; both these sorts are much commended by
the fanatics for moderate men, ready to put an end to our
divisions, and to make a general union among Protestants.
Many ignorant well-meaning people are deceived by these
appearances, strengthened with great pretences to loyalty:
and these occasions the fanatics lay hold on, to revile the
doctrine and discipline of the Church, and even insult and
oppress the clergy wherever their numbers or favourers will
bear them out; insomuch, that one wilful refractory fanatic
hath been able to disturb a whole parish for many years to-
gether. But the most moderate and favoured divines dare not
own, that the word moderation, with respect to the dissenters,
can be at all applied to their religion, but is purely personal
or prudential. No good man repineth at the liberty of con-
science they enjoy; and, perhaps a very moderate divine
may think better of their loyalty than others do; or, to
speak after the manner of men, may think it necessary, that
all Protestants should be united against the common enemy;
or out of discretion, or other reasons best known to himself,